
HELPFUL HINTS
• Don’t skip sanding steps.

• Clean prior to starting & Clean between each sanding 
step to remove the dust of the previous step, clean 
entire surface and inspect for defects and scratches.

• It advisable to clean with water spray and a microfibre 
cloth.

INTRODUCTION
This bulletin is a reminder of some specifics about the 
finishing and polishing of Corian® in general, with extra 
attention to highly pigmented colours: (dark and intensive 
colours like black, red, blue, … )

The sanding of a highly pigmented colour differs slightly from 
lighter colours because with these darker/ highly pigmented 
colours defects or imperfections show up more than with a 
light colour. 

Please consult our guidelines around finishing and polishing 
Corian® in the technical manual and abridged manual for 
more information.

CRITICAL SANDING PARAMETERS
The following parameters are key to achieve to a perfect finish:

A. Random movement
Make sure that when moving the sanding machine over the 
surface this is done in the most random way possible.

B. Pressure
It’s important to apply equal pressure all the time. When 
using abrasives like Abralon we advise applying a slightly 
higher pressure. 
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C. Rotational Speed
With most sanding machines the force and speed of the 
movement can be adjusted. It is recommended to use the 
highest speed for the first sanding steps (dry), the final 
finishing steps are best completed at medium speed (wet).

D. Rotational movement
Sanding machines have two positions when it comes to the 
rotational movement: rotary motion & eccentric motion.

ROTARY Motion (Forced movement): 
combination of rotary and eccentric 
motions. In this position the sander has a 
high output (aggressive cut).

ECCENTRIC Motion (Free turning 
movement): this position is selected for 
sanding with a lower output (fine finish).

We advise to use the eccentric rotation at high speed and 
medium pressure, when sanding dry, and to switch to rotary 
rotation at lower speed and slightly higher pressure, when 
sanding wet or polishing. 

E. Sanding pads
It is best to use medium soft pads.
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PNEUMATIC ORBITAL SANDERS
This type of sander is not recommended for the finishing 
of highly pigmented colours. Most of the time the sanding 
pads are thinner and harder and the random orbital 
movement is less controlled.

DCT, DEEP COLOURS
• The finishing and polishing of deep colours is not different 

from the other highly pigmented Corian® colours.

• With DCT you can obtain a deeper / more intense colour

• When these colours are used in an environment of 
intensive use we advise to finish the top not higher than a 
standard semi-gloss finish

SUGGESTED SANDING PROCEDURE
In addition to the proposed sanding steps in the manuals 
here are some alternative sanding steps for standard (semi 
gloss) and for high gloss finish. Because the rotation, speed/
force and pressure are very important, here is some guidance 
for the setting of a Festool Rotex RO 150: 
in general, rough sanding with µ-paper can be done dry, in 
”Free-rotating” position, and at maximum speed. 
Make sure there is adequate dust extraction. 
With Abralon abrasive we advise to use water, a slightly 
higher pressure, “Forced rotation” and medium speed. 
Polishing is done with a polishing paste, a special pad like 
felt or sheepskin, and also with slightly higher pressure, 
“Forced rotation” and reduced speed.
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STILL NOT GETTING THE RIGHT FINISH? COMMON ISSUES
• Moving the sander too fast or unevenly.

• Not overlapping passes while going north/south and 
east/west.

• Not going over the material a minimum of 3x with 
each paper.

• Not visually inspecting and wiping down completely 
between each step.

• Skipping/leaving out sandpaper grades.

• Using a torn pad and/or paper.

• Sander maintenance not optimal.

* including DeepColour Technology colours

Standard Semi-Gloss Finish
Sanding Medium Rotation Pressure Speed Extraction Water

White, and light colours

100µ or P120 Medium High (6) Yes No

60µ or P240 Medium High (6) Yes No

Abralon 500 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes

Black, and highly pigmented colours

100µ or P120 Medium High (6) Yes No

60µ or P240 Medium High (6) Yes No

40µ or P400 Medium High (6) Yes No

Abralon 500 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes
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This information is based on technical data that E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company and its affiliates (“DuPont”) believe to be reliable, and is intended for use by persons having technical skill and 
at their own discretion and risk. DuPont cannot and does not warrant that this information is absolutely current or accurate, although every effort is made to ensure that it is kept as current and 
accurate as possible. Because conditions of use are outside DuPont’s control, DuPont makes no representations or warranties, express or implied, with respect to the information, or any part thereof, 
including any warranties of title, non-infringement of copyright or patent rights of others, merchantability, or fitness or suitability for any purpose and assumes no liability or responsibility for the 
accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information. This information should not be relied upon to create specifications, designs, or installation guidelines. The persons responsible for the use 
and handling of the product are responsible for ensuring the design, fabrication, or installation methods and process present no health or safety hazards. Do not attempt to perform specification, 
design, fabrication, or installation work without proper training or without the proper personal protection equipment. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to operate under or a recommendation 
to infringe any patents. DuPont shall have no liability for the use of or results obtained from such information, whether or not based on DuPont’s negligence. DuPont shall not be liable for (i) any 
damages, including claims relating to the specification, design, fabrication, installation, or combination of this product with any other product(s), an (ii) special, direct, indirect or consequential 
damages. DuPont reserves the right to make changes to this information and to this disclaimer. DuPont encourages you to review this information and this disclaimer periodically for any updates or 
changes. Your continued access or use of this information shall be deemed your acceptance of this disclaimer and any changes and the reasonableness of these standards for notice of changes.

© E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company 2015. The DuPont Oval, DuPont™ and Corian® are trademarks or registered trademarks of E. I. du Pont de Nemours and Company (“DuPont”) or its affiliates. 
All rights reserved.
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High Gloss Finish 
Sanding Medium Rotation Pressure Speed Extraction Water

All colours

100µ or P120 Medium High (6) Yes No

60µ or P240 Medium High (6) Yes No

40µ or P400 Medium High (6) Yes No

Abranet Soft 800 or similar Medium High (6) Yes No

Abralon 500 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes

Abralon 1000 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes

Abralon 2000 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes

Abralon 4000 or similar Higher Medium (4) No Yes

Felt pad or sheep skin Higher Medium (4) No Yes

+ Festool Polishing Paste 500


